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10.1. vcr.sUJ Joe HardestfJ 

. INTERROGATION OF AN ALLEGED CIA ACENT 

The following ts tIle transcript of lhe interview 0/ Jue 
HardestlJ, believed to be an agent of llu? Cerllral Intelligence 
AgenclJ, b" an Inlerroga/c>r 0/ a fureign power. J'he interrogator 

ts known as A'/. 

.-\.1.: Welcome back, Joe, let me get vour file. During our last 
conversation you stated you were worried that I was violating 
your rights ... , 00 you think that was fair? 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 
A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty; 

A.I.: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 
A.!,: 

Hardesty: 

It sure was. 
Why do you think Illat wa~ a bir stakm<'nl? 

You are trying to fome me. 
I don', feel that I am trying to frame you. 

You are a bastard a nd you k now it. 

Now, Joe, Drofanity ~rves no DUfDQ5e 

YOIl are trying 10 set me up. 
Are you fantasizing that I am trying 10 set you up, Joe? 

No way. 
Really? 

Yes. 
We discussed your govcrnmeniiasl time. 

No, we didn't. 

( £~I certain we did l 

I only said my gov,:!rnment will orotc~t your trealment of me. 

What about your government? 

They will prolesl this once I tell them 

Who will protest once you t('11 them;> 

My government. 
Your governmenl will protest onc(' YOII tell tlll'm , . , of ('Dllr$('. 

The State DeDartrncnt doesn't take killdly to this sort of thillg. 

I thought you mt'3 nt your governmellt. 

The State DCDar!f!1cnt socaks for my government. 

Why don't you discuss your activities since arrivillg bere, Joe? 

I have been jlJ5t like any olher businessman doing my job. 

Tell me about your job. 
I work for Worldwide Leasing. Inc .. of New York City. 

I understand ... go on. 

We elCDOrt things. 

.0 If1t~~.)~5.£-~ IVoL ~7) Kc-.·I 
Approv')o fur \~I.~~l'.~ 
J)~~ta .-:.~'-"'"" .,..,..~,.,"",.",:.: 4 
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(nteuogotton 

A.I.: Go on about your job. 

Hardesty; I arrange contracts to ship merchandise oct ween the U.S. and your 
country. 

A.I.: 
Hardestv: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

Hardestv: 
A.!,: 

Hardesty: 

AI.; 
Hardesty; 

A.!,: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

f understand" " . go on" 
That"s about it. 

What makes vou say that's about it? 
That is what my iob entails. 
You seemed roncerned about the time last time. 
Yes, you took UP a great deal of my valuable time. 

Tell me more about YOllr time. 
I am a busy DCrson and you wasted my time before. 

Co on, Joe. 
I have an impOrtant job and cannot waste time being haras..<;ed 

Why do you SUPDQse you have an important job? 
~ause my employers trust me. 

Your employers trust you? 

Of CQurse they trust me. 

Who trusts y':IU? 

Worldwide Leasing, Inc. 

They trust you .. " of course. 

Yes, but why did you ask me here? 

Why do you figure, Joe? 

Hardesty: I have no idea. 

A.I.: I am listening" .. you have no idea ... ~o on. 

Hardesty: You either tell me or let me go. 
AJ.: You arrange freight shipments? 

Hardesty: That is what I am paid to do. 

A.I.: Because. " . 

Hardesty: I don"t kno ..... what you mean. 

A.I.: There isn"t another thing you are (laid to do? 

Hardesty: No. 

A.I.: What other reason is there? 

Hardesty: 

A.T.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.!.: 

Hardesty: 
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None. 
I am interestc-d in your activities since you arriv(,d. 

What about them? 

What do you sus[>Cct, Joe? 

You must t~ ink I have broken the bw. 

Are you glad yOll have broken 'he law~ 

I have not broken your laws. 

I follow you" .. you have not broken my laws. " . 1llt-aS<.' go on. 

Why did you summon me herc 

Why do you wonder why, Joe? 

I do not know" 
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rogation 

Why don't you know? 

, .. :. • t ;;, no idea what goes on in your mind. 

\Vl";,./ d·:) '{OU suppose you have no idea what goes Oil in illY mind? 

'. ',' y: I will leave unless you tell me wb! is the problclIl. 

f understand ... you will leave unless ( tell you what is lhe 
problem ... go on. 

desty; No. 

No? 
desty: Yes! 

I am £l·)t certain you are taking this seriously, Joe. Would YOIl talk 
a bit ;'l,ore frankly. 

'desty: I will talk Crankly when you lell me why you ordered me to come 
her('. 

rdesty: 

rdesty: 

rdest y: 

1.; 

.rdesty: 

I.: 

Hdesty: 

I.: 

ardes!y; 

1.: 

ardesty: 

I.: 

:ardcsty: 

I.: 
lardesty: 

•. r.: 
lardes! y: 

U.: 

{ardes!y: 

U.: 
rlardest y: 

A.!.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

You arc 1I0t impressing m~ wilh your integril y. 

Nor are y"u. Just tell me · .... ·hy yuu called me here. 

it's interesting that you have no idea. 

I haven't the slightest idea. 

Let's go back to discussing your government. 

What is your interest in r,\y government? 

What do you tend to thirk is my interest in your government? 

I think you would do in my government if you had a chan("(' 

You are prone to think I would do in YOIIT govt"rnlll!'nt 
because .... 

You arC anti-democratic. 

Are you fantaSizing that i am anti-democratic, J()(:? 
Not in the least. 

I enjoy tatking with you, Joe. 
I don', enjoy talking to \"ou. 

I ..Jrn listening ... you d':Hl't enjoy talking to me ... please go on 

I have no idea why you keep calling me in. 

I! is interesting that you have no idea why I keep calling you in 

You tell me. 
Why don't you discuss ",our activities since arriving hefe, Jew? 

I have been working for my (jrm and nothing che. 

\A,'hat about your firm? 

I told you all about it before. 

Go on about your hflll. 

How fJlany times do 1 have to tell YOu? 

I can't anSwer that. 

You bastards always have the answers. 

Again, Joe, such language is unnecessary! 

I think it is necessary. 
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A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

I [ardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.\,: 

Hardesty: 

A.I: 

Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

Hardf!Sty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

Hardesty; 

A.I.: 

J lardesty: 

A.I.: 
Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 
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In ferrogolion 

Why do you believe pro£arnty is neccssary? 

Wh('11 dea!;ng with people lile yO\) it is most 3PPrCIpr·.3tc. 

We have repOrts your activities cndanger our country 

Wh .. t do you mean? 

YOII know what I mean. 
No, [ do not. 
Why don't you? 

You raised the Question. 

Are you avoiding the truth about your firm? 

Of course not. Why do you ask that? 

Why do you figure? 
I ha· .. e no i.-' ea. 

Should ye'.. "3 vc no idea? 

[ SIJPPVSC so. 

You suppose so? 

Yes. 

I understand ... go on. 

May I go now? 

Whal is yuur real occupatiun, Joe? 

Freight handler. 
It is best you stop hiding thing5 from us ... we know more than 
you think. 

W}ut do you mean? 

You know what 1 mean. 

Like bell I do. 
No.,., Joe, profanity is childish. 
fine, may [ go now? 

You had beller straighten oul your attitude, JO(', or it will IX' a 
lonE; time before you ever leave this wunlry 

What do you mean l>Y that cra('k? 

You bow what I mean. 

No, [do noL 

Think about it. 

Why? 

Why do you want 10 know why? 

You made a threat and I want an explanation 

J think the me5~ge is clear. 

W!:at message? 
Dc you work for the American Central I ntelJiF;t'nrc "gene-y, 1(X'? 

1Ie'1, no. 

Why do you persist in lYing to me? 

I am not lying. You have no right 10 Ir!"at me like lIn. 
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InferrofJation 

A.!.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hardesty: 

A.I.: 

Hard~ty: 

A.I.: 

Of course nol. 

Since you agrc(' with me, rna y I go? 

So you ar,: not 'ying ... interesting. 

May I go now? 

Who are your superiors at the CIA? 

I don't know what you arc talking ahout. 

YOll had better think about that statement befole I make a record 
of it. 
Go to hell. 
Why so hostile? 

You have made me hostile even though r ~ame here to COO(I('ratc 

Your hostile nature may be part of the Drablcm, J()o'~. 

Joe lIard('.~ty (not his real name) is not out of the woods yet, and ..... ll<"n his 
session with AI. is finished for the Jay, he has full a'i.~llr:lI1C(, ,Iwrl: will I){" 
another scs..sion tomvrrow and more in the days that follow. \Vhether Joe IS ill 
noccnt of the ~u.s[Jicions or is an Amerkan agent under ('Over Is an obsession 
with A.I., and his efforts arc tireless. His initials stand for Altificial Intelli· 
gence. fie is a microcomputer. 

What appears above is {'xc('fpted from several experimental Sop<;..siom by all 
intelligence officer with an Arti[icial Intelligence program known as 
Through sophisticated algortl hillS the program breaks down J (.>C's H'SP<Hl~'S 
and looks for ~ey words and phrases in order to formulate a reilly. In additioll, 
it draws from its own inkrnal Qlwsti(ln bank to direct the q\le~lionillR to rH'W 

topics. lkcause it retains in its nw:nory tl.(' topics covc'r('d, it .... ill ha\'e mor(' 
surprises in sture for Joe as the ~'S.SiIlIlS c()n~inlle; with tln1(' it 1)('('0111('\ 

incTI."asingly more knowlc<hwablc about Joc. 

Other as(X'{.:ts of the ,)fop-ram are I1rohinr. Jo("s v\Jln('fabiliti,~s /\ I (('('or,1\ 
"focus variables," Joc's tendellcy to concentrate on variolls suhj(·ds. and 
"profile variables" to snvc ao; indicators of J()(,'s h05tility, lnquisitivelle\s, 
talkativeness, and undt:rstandability, and to po<;e Qut'stiollS ah:)Ut tlw'><'. AI 
also has a prin',itive capability to detect hostility and to c~crt certain cl..(l'mivt' 
measures againsl it. II dcvclollS what arc known a.~ "reason slriIlR\" to call y 
forward statell\ent~ of reasons and justification an~ to f.)rm ab~trad rrlatioll 
ships-producing qlll'stiOIlS that correlate two or more facts g:lilled in till' 

course of th~ intnview. Joe Ifarde~t y will ha VI" U tough opD<'rlt'nt ov!'r th(' 
corning days if he is, indeed, atkmllting to defC'nd an int('lIigrll(,(, a~f'lIt'~ 

cover story. 

The interactive ill\crrogJ.tion ~TIl ill this article i~ ~till on.: of !he lIlort' 

primitive lISCS of Artificial lT1tl~llig(,II(,(". I{c,earcllf'rs in Artlfidal IlItc-lhv."f1(T 
have (ound it ;)()s~ible for COrJ1[lut('n, in a lilTlitr,d way, to IW(,(Jlll(' ~no ..... I.·d~:,'· 
based alld to pcrcl'iv/': and seilS<', karn, ad,qlt, solve nrobkms, IHtr~\I(' r.()~h. 

process natural language, COflrillc\ interactive training, modify tl)('rn~'h'C') or 
other computers, and do ab,tract r('asonil1g. Artifidal lnlrlligrnc(' applicatIOns 

today include medical diagnosis, probabilities of minerals and oil in ~L>(,\lf1f'd 
locations, navi-gation. illter(Jrctati(Jn of ~tcllitt: weJthcr picttJr('~, anatysi\ of 
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molecules and robotics. [t is applicable to any situation where expert 
information may be delincd and methods or rules can be prescribed for 
matching and branching by the computer in doing its pseudo-thinking. 

Artificial Intelligence. as represented in a crude (orm by the. 
program. has a long way to go before it even approaches the merest 
~apabilities of humankind. Yet. as it e~olves, intelligence officers should be 
;>repared to consider its application in meeting trd-ining needs, as demon­
.trated by the Hardesty experiment, in defending an analytical thesis, or in 
lny number of operational situations yet to be c'Jnccivcd. 

As for Joe Hardesty. he is fortunate that should the probing get too 
liscomforti~lg, he will have an option that will not be available to him !O a true 
)verscas interview situation-he can stoD the Questions with a fliCK of the 
'off" switch. 
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