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7 - THE GAME OF NATIONS, THE AMORAITY OF POWET
PGLITICS. By Miles Cupeland.  (Weidenfeld  aid 'Nicv!'

son. London, 1969) 1 . . o

Miles Copelund's hook on the life and phittophy of » “cryplo-
diplama”™ comubtant tis the mighty, end plaver in the “game o
nutions” quickly sold ot ita first printing in Englund und has prompt=d
i ) varied rractions, - . .

. The Acub prew and radio and the “anti-ingpertalist”™ press and .o
’ : ehenheie Bave noted it, mote of fess hystedically, ws another evideace of
oo the devivusness of Amcricud morlexds and purposes.
C. 1. S hbeiger. in the New York Tinien of 10 August 1969, wrate that
.- “the degree of duvohement” of the US in the AMiddle East plots axd
> counterplats and the “spesific dotaih™ are “now for the fiok time

v o N : ¥~
. The scvicwer for The Fcunomist (6 12 Scpleraber 1969) olnerved that
T Looks tike this must be “lookid at warily " because “one has to wondes &
L there i embedded In thic eligant compound of reminixence wd

; diducticism, somew here sometling that some highet fe 3onage than N
R Copclord acteally wants expored tothe b bt doy™ - -
C Indecd, there are things of which to be wary ard things which catse

" one to wondes, even If one hus wine knowledge of the events dectited

and long acusintarae with theis pareator and interpeeter. This review b

ant intepded to st the srcord stralght, @ much oo leagthy and
complicated task, if not un fmpossible une. ft i offered sinply @ an

. account and an evaluation of this book from the penpetive of an

. intelligeace prdessinal - C T e e, el
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'i:hz revlewer must begin by stating that he thinks the book viodates “he
wonfidences f a great many mop!c who did not und do not ook on

Cplitics or Intsligenee a3 8 “game” und did not censider that they were

playing games with Miles Copelund. The zeviewer Is aware thot his banh
fudgments vn the book, which pasi passu ceflect incvitably on the
chiractzr of the author of 30 personal 8 decument, aray, by some Be
toterarcted - a violstion of confidence on his part. He cun unly say that
Copclard, Ly writing the ook, put it ard himsel! ap for public
discussinn, and cestuanly ought 7o Bave known thai it w ml\! acouse
interest vnd comment by former ~ollcagues.

The Come of Nations is a readuble, though often «mfuscd ond
ultimately incomprehensible book. 1 seflects Miles Copelund's fahind
chirm end aimbleness of mind. 1 is aho replete with his speciat brand of
jargor which has 20 ofien begailed and disurmed both colleagues und
untagonists. Despite the muny curious turns of fanguage and thought,
the book gives 3 meworable pictuie of the world of Miles Copelund.

There bas seldum heea so teveating a title: The Came of Nations, The
Anioraity of Power Politics. The author meansevery word of it His busic
propesition ks that international palitics i @ gome in which murahity and
principle are stupidities und which only the devious wed unprincipted
conwin

He ciplains his own sole in the ganie by quoting Edinund Wikon to
the cffet that F. Sontt Fitzgerald was once inwpined by Emily Post’s
Etiguctie “to write a pliy whercin the drumatic conflict wiuld Goise from
stalemutes between Centle Peaple all trying to do the Right Thing. The
conflict would only by eesolved Ly the intervention of a cad who would
bound on to the scene and set things right by behavior such as is lOY.l"y
outhawed by Mrs. Past.™ (p. £1). Miles is the ead, urd prond of it- o .nl
least so he insists ahinost but rot qm!c tnthe l.nl :

The villsins of the picve are the “guo-gum.” Le., those “who Tn 'u ve
that, even in @ countey lite Syria, Coxd Covernment is not enly desitable
but possibie " (p. 43) Theee are alo hunsh words for those wha Tollow the
“High Roud of Statesmanhip and Diplomucy.” which Copelant informs
us was Rnown in the Pentogon and C1A us “HORSESIUP.™ (p. 126)
Towatd the end of the book Copelund eypresses a growing
disillusiannicat with those who eake and influcnce US policy oveewrss

e r=fern to o disteessing “distaste for vielenee™ which become evideat in

the US business comnmunity wond Govegament about the time «f the
Lebanewe erisis of 1935 (p. 1983 ond suvs that the ahility of the US to play
the gun ¢ was curtailed by the fact that “hich inor. nl-ly hl Scamy |hr in
U‘nng in the Stute l)erl‘ll'. utin lhr carhy sinties. (p
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hu;lg‘\ou! the lmu((oprl.nu' harpn on 'hc subject’ of umc-u‘uy.
which he advocates, und morality, which he scgotts as fooli-haes.
Morulists In the Stute Department und chiewhiere, he eapluins, ure dlways

thwarting the efforts of the hard-Aeadid reatists In faternational politics.

IBow-ever, fe says in one of the most revealing passages of the book, we

Americans can “sleep moee easily ut alghi from know ing tiat behind this -
frond Zof high moratity} we ure In fact capabile of marching the Soviets

prdidy for pedidy.” We “"do indeed believe fn honesty.™ says Cojaclund,
“uithe wh ool 3o much as a great morat principle 93 bocause, m
Benjamin Franklin said, it"h the Lest policy’.” (p. 131 ’

1t bs presumalily to help Ametivans sleep more soundly that th's boo\
has beea written, though this ervicwer b uncertsin whetker the overull
et witt be more stoep for Americam and theit fiiends and lesa steep lor
thele encmies, ar the other way uround. Any reader w he approaches this
book cold is going io have @ Gilrcult time figuring out who the author b
and how 10 evabuile what he says. §lis principsl poblem will be to
detide whether the book itwclf is not o p!c.v) in somne game, the limits and
rules of which ure unknownto him.

11 is worth noting belefly heee how the author dues tepresent Eimsell
Ee suys he “helped set up CIAL Later he was a "envpto diplomat™ inthe
US mission ir Syria involved in activities which inchuded beinging about
e chonge of goverument. Exerpt for these acknowledgemeats of wo
intclligence conncction, un effort is mude throughcut the <ok to
estoblish the author’s identity as v private citizen with “wompunias™ snd
business interests around the world, This private citizen is. how ever, said
to have been in constunt deanund to play war games in Washingion, and
1o serve on task forees and special committees set up by Liran Achezen,
John Faster Dulles, and others of their eminence. A nuatnt of
diptomats—}eflerson Celfrev.? for example—are said to huvr cLlicd on
hirg fur udvice and scevice from time to time. No mention s made of
emnployment by CIA, and Allea Dulles iy rcfedrcd to only once. care Is
teken fn the menticn of nawies of sctive intelligence officers: and it Is
sugxmsted that the CIA men the autnor worked with were on d tached
duty. The GiA and CLA sttitudes, palities, ele, are, however, lclnwd(o
with an insiders seeming familiarity, on almost every puge. -~ -

What does all this add up to? The uninformed reader can assume ll-al
the author was a CIA oflicer who thinks his cover story will hold wates, or
that—as mot of the Arah commentators and lht‘ tevivwee in The

The b d, u-ndrnh!lp. h ddicand o (..mr\. Ware, and “..rh-uf'l thiee *

“ambawadon of the ol Whied shom Copnbind appureatly tedicves s err gamedrn me
ot Jits, 3 jutenie nt which thew geatlemen might d hase enasiden  canplinentary
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Econcmalst uppear 1o think~he is a CLA officer whose superion have
tome Jevious purprse In allowing the book o see the light of duy. Sume
uninformed seuder have ahe dimonstrateal that It i positil tro read this

Look & nd comdude that Copotand hay eapluined his rolr exactly as R wus,

difficalt though hat seems to this teviewer, The explunation that

Cupetand wrute this beok without official approval ar collaboration

seems walibely to ocvur to inany seaders.”

1t ) hard *o suy what the message of this book will be for giost
uninitiuted but believing readen. One of the stiangest impressions will
probuably be of a US Covernent straight out o scicnce fiction and same
of the wilder mail order coveses oo managemenr, One gels un inipression

. ol foreign poticy being made andimplemented the wuy P 8 € niakes snd

sclh soup. One sees the Sevictury of State and the President waiting v ith
bated Breath to find ont what the oidest continuing Hoating war game I
Washington has mude of soine new bit of intelligenee before they ondes
that formula wo-and-so be fed Into the computen, w hich wilt then aclt
them what to do. )
Thete b5 0 comiderable amount o ciccumstaatial detail cited to
suppont this pictuee of the government. The fint chapter begins with a
eoludul yecvmnt of o Cames Conter In operation in Washington which
fed Bt results diseatly into the policy-mating peocess. Thers is also un
uccount of u team set up to fight the Cold Wae v hich developed
Intelligenee ussete, dicided that since it had them they ought to be usdl
um! then, by u process of eliminution. decided on Syria us the best
availaiile practice ground (pp. 35-96). The same formula is tepeuted In
uecrunt  a highly seerel conimittee of specialish st up in 1951 by Dean
Acheson to study the Arab worldd, which “whea we thought oursetres
n;nly for » major operation” dicided that “Fgypt was the place ln
sturt.” (pp. 48-19).
 Anotlee strung Jrupeession on the nudct B certain to be made by
Copelard’s solemn fucubtations on fis potiticd philosophy and kis
sytem for sucvessful gamesmanships in a veny (ostrict-d arra of
isternational politics. At the «nd of the fint chapter he <ays he auntsto
“dispel any temaining notion that this s a took about Nasser. Rotber It
1 u case kistary—hopefully teaching fe.sons of geactal applicability —of
relutions hetween the United Stutes und a *non-Westera® leuder of a
pucticular kind which is hikely to becone Sezieasingly promiacent in

. Anternztional relativns of the future. Althoigh 8 hove devoted much

space to Nusser, § Bave tried 1o coacentrote an aspects of hie behavior

which might he expecte dof any \rm-Au.m lr.adtl. lo (hr ¢ \lrnt lh.n! M Il

the ‘\.nn»r l,pc. . (pp Zfr" 7).
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Sl b lus! pou!blv ﬂul lf a uad--' diwcovered anolbu mn»\\ n(rm
" ruder who wus encagh of the Nusser type 10 sult Copelund’s delinition -
" he might flad somiething In the book that would further .lp|l"t\_hon. bul
m‘y,\lﬂ SN ,»- -\--\-~»\— [N A S N
7 Urgent Inslstence I made throughont the book that the cr.ulcr hbeing”
" glven the most sucvingt und pructical tnstructions for playing the gume of
. nations. Aules of the gume appear wt the chapter heads. For mample:
“The first preecqubsite for winning the game Is te buow that yos'sc Inon '
I i you can't chunge the bourd, change the slayerns . . “but sctile for a . ’ 1
- true player, not » pawn; the steategy of the weak player bs to play off the
strong pluyen ugalnst one unother. ... and suon. Whea Chairman Mao -
produced those sayings, ot whether it was Chafrman Muo or unother, Is
0% made clrar, but the incssuge to the froder Is obviously intendcd o be
that this Is choice stuff und, more Inpressive, that this l)nd of sluff is
teken seriousty at high levels In Washington. v

1t Is possible abat @ few reoders will react as John Cranbiy «I din Im
column In the Louvdon Ofiercer (21 Decembes 19691 His comment was:
“1 have ulways [eltsteongly 1t you cun’t beat a man at tonads by tying
your shoclacos at eruciul polats . _ . B cun’t escupe the convidien that if
yw ploy war. . . you ure going to hine.” They may, however, mule this
fdgment on the validity of Copelund's approach 1o inteinationat
politics und still. us Crandy apparcntly does, seorpt his picture of the way
tHings are done in the US Goverament vs on ucturate one,

Hiles Copeland’s book will muke a bt of scrious and devoted US
Covernment sevants wince, particuturly thowe who are alteady nervous

“about this kind of thing aaking headway in Washington 1t will feighten
s lot of outsiden, fricads of the US und of the US Government, who have
ob occasion suspectid that things inside the Coulnnuul might bc e;
wrird as Copeland suys they are. - - .

On the other hund there may be some lmlc mn\nhhun In lhr
knawledge that Copeland’s book Iy golng o confuse the dickens out of
the seat enemics of the US. They will make soime obivlous propuganda use
o Bt but sutely most of them will hold buck. fearing thut they are bclng
pOIOﬂ."\.ﬂ some lngenious teap has been laid for them, : AR
. What must the professionst intelligence officer’s ]ndgcmcm on this
buok Ie? e cunnot Tgnute the fact that the B0k 6 nol an enticcly
fanciful description of Miles Copelund’s world. One of the most Intee-
esting things about the bock §s Miles” acknewhadgement of dirillusTon”

i Cwaah the whole business of the Intelligence gaine us he has played it
oo One b remindod of something he says Nusser safd to him: " The goaius
of you Ame rin \ns ll th! )ou neves ma\r clear- cul stupvd maxes, Dn'v .
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. mmpl!talrd stupld
* saylng this 1o the sight man. Not ﬂul Coptl.md Isn"t a mun with 5 greal"
natural taleat for deuling with people, but, as Fhe Came of Nattons'
shows, he has ried to rutionalize and solemeize his role and his fornulae
for Internationut politics to the polnt that they L.cume mactly ar Nasser
sald, o complicated nonscnse. Miles Copelund hay dealt a mortul blew to
the theory that gusnesmunship Is the ey to sucvess In Intecrational
politics. And a :;00d thing. too. For his awn ke, and for the sake of thos>
o his former ass.rfates who are still uctive Intelligence officen, hmmr.
l' w ou\d buve brcn bc!lcr if hc had not writtee this boot -
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