












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































are no more certain of success than political endeavours to prevent
rebellion or gecurity force attempts to suppress violence.

When counter-propaganda has been successful a risk may arise
of authority using the advantages so gained to defer political
decisions, or even trying to make counter-propaganda into a substitute
for political action. Any instrument can be misused, and if through
the use of counter-propaganda the disaffected felt that they had no
effective means of communication other than violence, the misuse
might become perilous.

It could also be dangerous to imagine that revolutionary
propeganda can be analysed and treated like an allergy and that
thereafter it will present no threat. Like other weapon systems it
retains a number of constant characteristics but its techniques and
tactics will be revised in the light of government defences. The
discrediting of official counter-measures is likely to be one new
tactic, while the increased use of fronts and a greater measure of
sophistication and subtlety may distinguish technical innovation. The
element of surprise poses dangers in all forms of conflict and may be
exploited by revolutionary propagandists through such means as
'disinformation'. Modern technology may enable insurgents to 'capture’
a communication satellite by replacing the intended signals with
their own, and to deceive a mass audience as to the true source of
messages. Study of psychology may allow rebels to find new and
effective ways of exploiting social, economic and other grievances
that seem to exist in every society, however liberal its character
or well-meaning its government. Successful defence must depend upon
vigilance, foresight and capacity to respond and, more than anything

else, upon a widespread understanding of this subject.
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